Harmon Choral Associates 

June 2, 2004

Minutes

1.  Attendance

In attendance were (in no particular order):

Matt Mehaffey, Adam Hall, Chris Shaw, Sonya Harway, Julie Mangis, Laura Marchisotto, Lori Wicks, Bryan Hurley, Anna Tiedeck, Bill Driscoll, Dick Randall, Pat Young, Sue Law, Cathy Pickar.  

2.  Save the date cards

Thanks to Matt and Cathy's hard work with the Alumni office, we secured funding for save the date cards, which we labeled during the meeting and which you will receive in the mail soon if you were not present at the meeting.  

3.  Invitations

Matt will start designing the actual invitations for the event soon.  More on those by the time the next meeting rolls around.  Joe Bondi in the alumni office has said he will look into phone-banking for us to start calling alumni to give them some verbal coaxing.  Certainly any of you who are in contact with other Harmon alumni are encouraged to call up the old gang and round them up.  

Also, I got an email from Tom Korch who was unable to make it to the meeting, in which he reminded me of the idea we had about setting up an alumni bulletin board online to try and get the buzz started.  This might be something a computer-savvy alumnus would be able to set up in a few minutes and we could include a link to it on the invitation.  This would be a convenient way for alumni to see if other alumni they would be interested in seeing but don't know how to contact will be attending.  

4.  Cocktail hour/grant 

Julie Mangis will check on Friday to see whether we can reserve the DACOR Bacon House for the Friday cocktail event.  (For those not in the know, DACOR stands for Diplomatic and Consular Officers, Retired and Bacon presumably refers to the food item—the location is close to GW).  Since the event will take place from 7:30pm-10:30pm, we will plan on people having already eaten.  There is a possibility of having some catered hors-d'oeuvres depending on the price.  The other issue of course is the alcohol to be served.  Of the many possibilities (we bring our own and give it away to everyone who attends, cash bar, or just beer and wine), we will find out after Julie talks to her contacts at the house which ones we are allowed to do.  This was kind of a point of contention at the meeting so it is not by any means completely settled.  As long as the D.B.H. is free, that will be our location.  A distant second place was the Elliott School building top-floor lounge.  

As for entertainment, there will be a piano wherever we go for rehearsed and unrehearsed singing.  We are also looking to invite/pay the Troubadours to come and sing for the event at a specific time (say, 9:00pm), which we would announce on the invitation.

Another piece of the planning for the party is a possible alumni activities grant for around $2000 to help cover the cost.  Julie and Lori are also in charge of writing the grant proposal; past experience tells us we have a favorable chance of success.  

5.  Archives tour

Matt will be talking to University archivists to come up with a time on Saturday morning to have a tour through the archives.  This would ideally take place inside of Gelman with an open time period of a few hours where alumni could walk in and browse at their leisure.  

6.  Kennedy Center 

The concert is still set up for 2:00pm at the Kennedy Center.  Matt will get most of the tickets and sell them as part of the weekend package and have some left over for latecomers to actually pick up at the door from the Box Office.  In lieu of setting up private transportation to the Kennedy Center, we will probably direct people to the shuttle that departs from the Foggy Bottom Metro station.  

7.  Saturday dinner

We are definitely in the new Marvin Center Ballroom for dinner—the meal is set to cost around $35 per person, including the linens (note we actually pay extra to have a tablecloth on the table!).  We intend to come up with some kind of centerpieces ourselves since theirs will be both pricey and probably not musical in nature.  Since we will have students present, we won't serve wine with dinner, but we may have a cash bar set up on location.  Since we are on GW property, we most likely have to have GW catering service.  Pat and Sue are in charge of picking the menu—there will probably be a meat, a chicken, and a vegetarian option, each of which will cost around the same.  

At dinner, the entertainment is still somewhat up in the air.  The basic idea is that we will tell the registrants that we strongly encourage them to form singing groups, rehearse together or plan to rehearse on Saturday morning (Matt can reserve Music Dept. rooms for them) and then perform Saturday at dinner.  Also, the entire Harmon Choral Associates Board will be coming up with a few songs to sing and then lead a group singalong.  We really do want to be well-rehearsed and sing actual parts for the 2 or 3 songs we perform—the singalong pieces will be standards that the whole audience should know (i.e. not Linkin Park or VOD or Kenny Chesney).  We will make some songsheets with the lyrics and place them at each table.  The songs we do as the Board will be determined by an email discussion to take place over the next few weeks.  

8.  Registration

We would like to have registration on both Friday and Saturday.  Amy Mulry has volunteered to help out with this.  Included in the registration packet will be a list of events, and perhaps some suggestions as to ways to occupy the limited free time people will have—for instance we could suggest that those who haven't been to DC in a while go down and look at the new WWII memorial on their own Saturday or Sunday.  

9.  Pricing

A general idea would be to have the price for recent alumni (graduating in the last 5 years, which thankfully includes me) set at $50, the price for other alumni at $75, and we will give the option for our guests to subsidize the price of a current student's dinner on Saturday for an extra $25.  These numbers are not set in stone but that's the idea.  

Another thing we (in other words, Chris Shaw) forgot to mention at this meeting but that we will have to discuss is hotel arrangements.  We talked about securing some kind of special rate for a bloc of rooms at an area hotel.  I am guessing this is the kind of thing we should have set in stone by the end of the summer, so if anyone has any contacts, let me know.  

10.  Other fundraising goals

Building on the success of the Doc Harmon portrait we had commissioned at one of the earlier reunions, we are also looking into have an optional donation set up at dinner for the purpose of paying for a song to be commissioned by the University Singers, likely from a young composer.  The general asking price is expected to be about $3000-$5000.  We discussed having the song be based on some quotes from our school's namesake, with help from one of the myriad George Washington scholars doubtlessly located all around the University's history or American studies departments.  

11.  Committees

The committee summary is as follows:

Catering: 



Pat and Sue

Friday Night and Grant Proposal:
Lori and Julie

Singalong:



Cathy

Invitations:



Matt

Registration:



Amy

If you want to help with one of these things, contact them.  If you want to help with something else, contact me.  

12.  Next meeting

Tuesday, August 31 at 7:00pm at the home of Bill Driscoll (Capitol Hill, directions to come closer to the meeting date).  At the meeting, we will have committee reports, and we will surely have some new topics to work on by then.  

