
Fall 2010 - Math 461
Linear Algebra for Scientists and Engineers

Lectures: TuTh 2:00pm - 3:15pm (ARM 0135)

Instructor: Prof. A. Mellet
Office: Math Building 4104
Email: mellet@math.umd.edu

Course web page: Lectures schedule, homework assignments and other important infor-
mations regarding the class will be posted on the course web page:

http://www.math.umd.edu/~mellet/math461

Text and Course Materials:
Lay, Linear Algebra and Its Applications, 3rd ed. update, Addison-Wesley.
Lay, Study Guide, 3rd ed. update (for Linear Algebra and Its Applications), Addison-
Wesley.

Exams: There will be three midterm exams and one final exam. The midterm exams will
be held during the lecture sessions on the following dates:

Midterm 1: Tuesday Sept. 28
Midterm 2: Tuesday Oct. 26
Midterm 3: Thursday Dec. 2

The Final exam will take place on Thursday, Dec 16, 10:30am-12:30pm.

Homework: Homework is THE MOST IMPORTANT part of class, and even if you think
you understand the book/lectures you really don’t until you have worked out examples on
your own. Success in the course is highly correlated with regular attendance and punctual
completion of homework. The lecture schedule/homework assignment sheet lists the due
dates for each assignment. Homework should be written neatly and are to be turned in
at the end of discussion session on their due date (I recommend doing homework problems
daily at the same pace as the lectures).

You may consult other students regarding your homework, but the final write-up should
be done on your own (in other words, no copying). Copying solutions from each other
violates University of Maryland, College Park’s Code of Academic Integrity and is strictly
prohibited.

You must write your name, and section number at the top of each homework. The
papers must be stapled or placed in a binder. Loose papers cannot be accepted. If you
expect to miss a discussion session, you may give your homework to a classmate to turn in.

NO LATE HOMEWORK WILL BE ACCEPTED. However, the two lowest
homework grades will be dropped.

MATLAB: The computer software MATLAB will be used throughout the course. The
few commands we use in this course will be easy to learn. The Study Guide contains an
”Introduction to MATLAB” in the first Appendix, followed by an index of useful commands.
The Guide also explains how to use special MATLAB programs that have been designed for
this course. The programs themselves, along with data files for all the numerical exercises in
the text, are available on the WAM and Glue installations of MATLAB and in the OWL lab
in the basement of the math building. For information on software, tutoring and locations
see the Math. Dept. resources page
http://www.math.umd.edu/undergraduate/resources/
(check in particular the Matlab tutoring link and the Computer Resources link)



Homework problems requiring the use of Matlab are marked [M] in the book. Such
problems, when assigned, will almost always be graded.

Grading Scheme: Your final grade will be computed as follows:

Midterms 50% (20% each – The lowest midterm grade will count for 10%)
Final 30%
Homework 20%

Make-up: There will be no make-up exams. The weight of a missed exam will be
shifted to the final in the following exceptional circumstances: (a) prior notice of a valid,
documented absence (e.g. out-of-town athletic commitment) on the scheduled exam date;
or (b) notification to the instructor within 48 hours of absence due to medical condition.

Email: When writing an email, you must include your course number, section and name
in the message. Also, because I receive hundreds of emails, I may not have time to respond
to some simple email questions whose answers can be found by other means (such as going
to class or looking at the course web page). If you miss a class, you should get the notes
from another student in the class. Of course, if you are missing class for an extended time
(such as illness or other serious problem), you should contact me as soon as possible.

Students with disabilities: The University of Maryland provides upon request appro-
priate academic accommodations for qualified students with disabilities. Please see me
immediately if you require such accommodation (do not wait until the day before the first
exam).

Policy on Scholastic Dishonesty: You are expected to abide by the University’s policy
on academic integrity. All cases of academic dishonesty will be referred to the Dean of
Students Office.


