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Education

(1) B.Sc. with a major in Mathematics from Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia;
(2) Ph.D. in Mathematics from Rutgers University, 1987.

Positions held

(1) 1987-1991, Assistant Professor at Temple University;
(2) 1991-1997, Tenured Associate Professor at Temple University;
(3) 1997 - June, 2021, Professor at Temple University;
(4) 1998 - August, 2003, Co-Chair of the Graduate Program in Mathematics;
(5) 2002-2003, Appointed as a Visiting Fellow in the Mathematics Department

of Princeton University.
(6) August, 2003- May, 2004 Graduate Program Chair.
(7) July, 2014 - May, 2017, Graduate Program Chair.
(8) August, 2022 - , Professor at the University of Maryland
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Book

“An Introduction to Involutive Structures”, S. Berhanu, P. Cordaro, and J.
Hounie, Cambridge University Press, 2008.

Honors

(1) Elected as a Fellow of the American Mathematical Society (August, 2015)
for contributions to complex analysis and partial differential equations.

(2) Elected as an Associate Fellow of the Ethiopian Academy of Sciences (July,
2014).

(3) Elected as a Fellow of the African Academy of Sciences (December, 2017).
(4) Recipient of the 2017 Dean’s Distinguished Award for Excellence in Re-

search.
(5) Appointed by the President of the AMS to serve on the Stefan Bergman

Trust Fund Committee for a term of three years, Feb 1, 2020 through Jan
31, 2023.

(6) Recipient of Temple Department of Mathematics Teaching Award, 2022.

Grants

Current research is supported by the NSF for the period 2022-2025. (Continu-
ously funded since 2002)

Professional activities

(1) Served as one of the editors of four issues of Contemporary Mathematics of
the AMS.

(2) Serve as an editor of Complex Variables and Elliptic Equations, Houston
Journal of Mathematics, Latin American Mathematics Series - UFScar sub-
series (Springer), and the African Diaspora Journal of Mathematics.

(3) Invited as one of the four main speakers at an annual Brazilian Mathemat-
ical Society Meeting in January, 2006 .

(4) Invited to speak at conferences or universities in many countries including
the U.S., Canada, Brazil, Argentina, Venezuela, Mexico, France, Italy, the
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United Kingdom, Austria, Switzerland, China, Morocco, Ethiopia, Taiwan,
Poland, Israel, Lebanon, South Korea, Sweden, Norway, and Ireland.

(5) Have been teaching intensive summer graduate courses and mentoring doc-
toral students in Addis Ababa. Co-founder of the Mathematics Ph.D. pro-
gram of Addis Ababa University in Ethiopia. Abraham Hailu defended his
Ph.D. dissertation under my direction in June, 2016. Jemal Yusuf defended
his Ph. D. dissertation under my direction in July, 2019.

(6) Since 1995, have made it possible for eighteen Ethiopians to join Temple
University and graduate with a Ph.D. in Mathematics.


